\Trust fund targets
$11M in spending
By Joshua Zaitz
Staff Writer
Although freeholders allocated
slightly more than $11 million from
the Open Space, Historic arid Recreation Trust Fund last year, the county
spent a little less than $9 million.
In 2003, freeholders approved the
encumbrance of $11,030,648 in trust
fund dollars. However, the county
only spent $8,997,954, leaving a
remaining $2,032,694 that was
encumbered from the Open Space
Trust Fund last year but not spent.
The trust fund was approved by
voters in a 2000 referendum, setting a
tax of $0.15 per $100 of assessed
value directly for the trust fund. The
fund generates approximately $7 milLeach year.
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T&M $8,732 in 2003. The county has
not begun any type of construction at
Esposito yet.
"We need to prepare bid documents
before money is put against the construction of Esposito Park," said
Devanney, explaining that the county
anticipates construction on the park
could begin as soon as the fall.
The County allocated paying PMK
Group $75,000 last year, yet only
payed the firm $37,117.
Devanney said the county has a
blanket contract with PMK. When the
county is looking to acquire a piece of
property, the state's Green Acres program requires several things, including having the property appraised by
two Green Acres-approved appraisers,
having environmental assessment
completed and survey work.
"When we're in the process of
negotiating for a parcel, we obviously
can't put our professional consultants
on and say that we're doing this analysis to determine a price," said Devanney.
The blanket contract with PMK
allows the county to complete some of
the state-mandated requirements without jeopardizing negotiations for the
piece of property.
"This allows us to meet Green Acre
requirements as we're in negotiations
for a parcel," said Devanney.
For its Field of Dreams program,
the county encumbered $514,300 last
year. However, it only distributed
$411,800 last year. Cranford did not
receive its $52,500 last year, while
Roselle Park did not receive its
$50,000. Devanney said Cranford and
Roselle Park probably did not fulfill
all of the county's requirements to
receive the Field of Dreams funding.
"It would seem to me that they
have not completed their projects for
one reason or another," she said. The
funding will be given to the municipalities once all the requirements are
met.
Devanney said the $11 million
encumbered last year is a fairly typical
amount of money to come from the
Open Space Trust Fund during the
course of one year.
"It's fairly typical but it's hard to
say from year-to-year because you
have years when you can have significant acquisitions," she said.
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to farm. Other trust fund expenditures
last year included $197,149 for various professional service contracts,
$106,000 to refurbish Shane Walsh
Field in Cranford and $411,000 to pay
off some of the debt service on the
American Water property in Summit.
Almost $844,000 in trust fund
money was spent as part of the Green

I

the Streets program. Elizabeth, Hillside, Rahway, Roselle, Plainfield and
Linden each received $125,000, while
Union received $93,500. Green the
Streets, initiated in 2002, aims to add
green space to urban areas, by allowing towns to apply for up to $250,000.
A $500,000 down payment was also
paid on the Ponderosa Farm in Scotch
Plains.
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